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sorry if it had no representation in that assembly." When in
1907 a Social Democratic railway workshop mechanic was
elected to the Bavarian Lower House his employer, the State,
continued to pay his wages while he was absent from work
discharging MB legislative duties, though he generally voted
againnt the G-ovemxnent,
What is difficult for outsiders to understand is the fact
that the very Socialists who protest most energetically against
any such recognition of the existing political and social order as
might bo implied by voting Budgets are loudest in. their com-
plaints that the constitutions of several of the German States do
not allow thorn a representation proportionate to their numbers,
and moBt deeply resent the idenial to Socialists of official
positions carrying State authority. In Prussia Socialist Mayors,
members of Municipal Executives, jurymen, and the like are im-
possible, not because they are never elected, but because the
Government refuses to confirm such appointments, and to the
Socialists their exclusion from offices of the kind is a standing
grievance. The contention of the Government, supported by legal
decisions, is that a Social Democratic public official is a contradi-
tion, for so long as Social Democracy seeks the subversion
of society and the State such an official could not honestly do
his dtSby,* Theoretically the argument is incontrovertible,
though the fact that it is equally applicable to Socialist
legislators, soldiers, and even electors and taxpayers, proves of
how little value is abstract reasoning in practical affairs.
Upon all such questions of civil qualification the Kadical
groups are in unison with the extreme party of the Left,
contending that a little less logic and more knowledge of human
nature would make for a better feeling on both sides, and that
the inevitable effect of stamping Socialists as necessarily
enemies of the State is that it tends to make them so. It would
be interesting to speculate upon the course which Social
Democracy might have taken had it at the outset been treated,
* In 1907 the Chief Administrative Court of Prussia (Qberyerwaltungs-
gorieht) decided that a communal president who had become a Social Democrat
disqualified himself from holding office further under the Disciplinary Law
of My 21, 1868, which states that "An official who violates the duties
imposed upon him by his office, or by his behaviour, either in his office or out-
Bide, shows himself unworthy of the respect, deference, or confidence which
his profession requires, shall be subject to the provisions of this law."
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